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A.  Note to Educators and Librarians 

 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History is delighted to bring you this traveling exhibition. 

Traveling exhibitions are freestanding panels with graphic reproductions of important historical 

documents, images, and interpretive text by leading scholars. Exhibitions cover a range of major topics in 

American history, including the Revolutionary era, the Civil War era, and the Civil Rights Movement. 

Since 1997, exhibitions have been hosted in almost fifty states nationwide. 

One of the goals of this project is to expand educational outreach in your community. Document-based 

traveling exhibitions, in particular, support the mission of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History, a New York-based national nonprofit devoted to the teaching and learning of American history. 

Gilder Lehrman draws on top scholars, an unparalleled collection of original historical documents, and a 

national network of affiliate schools to create and provide a broad range of innovative resources, help 

new generations of students learn about American history in a way that is engaging and memorable, and 

promote critical thinking and excellent writing. 

For further information about the Institute, visit www.gilderlehrman.org.  

 

 
Susan F. Saidenberg 

Director of Public Programs and Exhibitions 

saidenberg@gilderlehrman.org 

 

  

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
mailto:saidenberg@gilderlehrman.org


B. Overview of Exhibition 
 

Alexander Hamilton (1757-1804) is with us every day in our wallets, on the $10 bill. But he is with us in 

another sense, for, more than any other Founder, he foresaw the America we live in now. He shaped the 

financial, political, and legal systems of the young United States. His ideas on racial equality and economic 

diversity were so far ahead of their time that it took America decades to catch up with them. There is no 

inevitability in history; ideals alone—even the ideals of the Founding Fathers—do not guarantee success. 

Hamilton made the early republic work, and set the agenda for its future. 

Hamilton overcame heavy odds. He was an immigrant, born in poverty and shame. To put his projects 

into effect, he had to persuade or defy great but often uncomprehending colleagues—George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, James Madison. He was hampered by scandal and controversy, some of it his own fault. 

He was killed, when he was only 47, in a duel. But through a combination of intelligence, hard work, and 

high principle, he served his adopted country brilliantly. We live in the world he made. 

  



C. Documents and Questions for Interpretation 

 
Born on Nevis and raised in St. Croix, Hamilton grew up in the heart of the Caribbean sugar economy, 

which generated vast wealth from slave labor. Hamilton, recognizing the injustice, would become a leader 

in the anti-slavery movement in the United States. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction and examine the poem and artifact on the following page. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

 

1. Describe the conditions faced by slaves and the response of the slaves to the conditions on St. Croix. 

2. Why it is appropriate to include this poem in a book of documents on Alexander Hamilton? Explain 

your answer.   

3. In paragraph two, what does Freneau mean when says there are “no complaining words” to explain 

what slaves feel? 

4. In the poem, how do slaves indicate their feelings regarding their condition? Cite specific phrases to 

support your answer. 

 



 

  

On yonder steepy hill, fresh harvests rise, 

Where the dark tribe from Afric’s sun-burnt plain 

Oft o’er the ocean turn their wishful eyes 

To isles remote high looming o’er the main.... 

See yonder slave that slowly bends this way, 

With years, and pain, and cleaselesstoil opprest, 

Though no complaining words his woes betray, 

The eye dejected proves the heart distrest.... 

But thou, who own’st this sugar-bearing soil, 

To whom no good the great First Cause denies, 

Let freeborn hands attend thy sultry toil, 

And fairer harvests to thy view shall rise. 

- From “The Beauties of Santa Cruz” from The 
Poems of Philip Freneau: Written Chiefly 

During the Late War (Philadelphia: Francis 
Bailey, 1786) 

Slave leg chains, circa 1760 

Hand wrought iron 

Gilder Lehrman Collection 

 

Used to hobble slaves at auction and in transport, such chains were commonplace in the world of Hamilton’s 

childhood. Perhaps remembering these horrors, as an adult Hamilton vigorously opposed slavery. 



 

Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Elizabeth Schuyler, 5 October 1780 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00773 

 

“I have told you, and told you truly that I love you too much,” Hamilton wrote his bride-to-be. “I meet you 

in every dream.” By marrying into the prominent Schuyler family of Albany, New York, Hamilton—who 

had come from humble origins in the West Indies—secured a place for himself in the world of wealth and 

power. The second daughter of a wealthy patriot, Elizabeth Schuyler married Alexander Hamilton in 

1780. She loved him, forgave him, bore him eight children, and honored his memory for half a century of 

widowhood. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

 

1. How does this letter give you a picture of Hamilton that you are unlikely to get from a textbook? 

2. Use at least two sections of the letter to illustrate Hamilton’s feelings about Elizabeth Schuyler. 

3. To what extent may have Hamilton seen his marriage altering his position in American society? 



 

 

 



Transcript of Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Elizabeth Schuyler, 5 October 1780 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00773 

 

I have told you, and I told you truly that I love you too much-You engross my thoughts too entirely 

to allow me to think of any thing else-You not only employ my mind all day; but you intrude upon 

my sleep-I meet you in every dream-and when I wake I cannot close my eyes again for ruminating 

on you sweetnesses [sic]-’Tis a pretty story indeed that I am to be thus monopolized, by a little 

nut-brown maid like you-and from a Statesman and a soldier metamorphosed into a puny lover-I 

believe in my soul you are an inchantress [sic]; but I have tried in vain, if not to break, at least, to 

weaken the charms-you maintain your empire in spite of all my efforts-and after every new one, I 

make to withdraw myself from my allegiance my partial heart still returns and clings to you with 

increased attachment-To drop figure my lovely girl you become dearer to me every moment-I am 

more and more unhappy and impatient under the hard necessity that keeps me from you, and yet the 

prospect lengthens as I advance-Harrison has just received an account of the death of his father and will 

be obliged to go to Virginia-Meade’s affairs (as well as his love) compel him to go there also in a little 

time-There will then remain to few in the family to make it possible for me to leave it ‘till Harrisons 

return-but I have told him that I will not be delayed beyond November-I had hoped the middle would 

have given us to each other; but I now fear it will be the latter end-Though the period of our reunion in 

reality approaches it seem further off-Among other causes of uneasiness, I dread lest you should imagine, 

I yield too easily to the barrs [sic], that keep us asunder; but if you have such an idea you ought to banish 

it and reproach yourself with injustice-A spirit entering into bliss, heaven opening upon all its faculties, 

cannot long more ardently for the enjoyment, than I do my darling Betsey, to taste the heaven that awaits 

me in your bosom. Is my language too strong? it is a feeble picture of my feelings:-no words can tell you 

how much I love and how much I long-you will only know it when wrapt [sic] in each others arms we give 

and take those delicious caresses which love inspires and marriage sanctifies- 

 Indeed my Dear Betsey you do not write to me often enough-I ought to at least hear from you by 

every post and your last letter is as old as the middle of Sept-I have written you twice since my return 

from Hartford- 

 You will laugh at me for consulting you about just a trifle; but I want to know, whether you would 

prefer my receiving the nuptial benediction in my uniform or in a different habit-It will be just as you 

please; so consult your whim and what you think most consistent with propriety- 

 If you mean to follow our plan of being secretly married, the scruple ought to appear entirely your 

own, and you should begin to give hints of it- 

 Tell my Peggy I will shortly open a correspondence with her-I am composing a piece, of which, 

from the opinion I have of her qualifications, I shall endeavour [sic] to prevail upon her to act the 

principal character. The title is “The way to get him, for the benefit of all single ladies who desire to be 

married-” You will ask her, if she has any objection to taking a part in this piece; and tell her that, if I am 

not much mistaken in her, I am sure she will have none. For your own part, your business now is to study 

“the way to keep him”-which is said to be much the more difficult task of the two; though in your case I 

verily believe it will be an easy one, and that to succeed effectually you will only have to wish it sincerely-

May I only be as successful in pleasing you, and may you be as happy as I shall ever wish to make you! 

A. Hamilton 

October 6 80 

I promised you a particular account of Andre, I am writing one of the whole affair of which I will send you 

a copy- 



Alexander Hamilton: Soldier 

 
Hamilton spent much of his life in military uniform. In March 1777 Hamilton was promoted to colonel 

and appointed to George Washington’s staff. He performed essential tasks, saw firsthand the dire 

consequences of Congress’s inability to pay for adequate supplies or troops, and forged, with his 

Commander in Chief, the most important political bond of his life. But though Hamilton’s work on 

Washington’s staff was stimulating and important, it was also confining. He longed to return to the 

battlefield to win still more glory. He did so in 1781, and fought bravely at the war’s climactic Battle of 

Yorktown. In 1783 the Revolution ended in victory—and a load of debt for the newly independent nation. 

 

 



Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Marquis de Barbé-Marbois, 12 October 1780 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00012 

 

In his gloomy letter to a French diplomat, Hamilton expresses frustration at Congress’s inability to raise 

funds for the army: “The want of money makes us want everything else.” 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

 

1. Identify an issue in the letter which concerns Hamilton.  Use evidence from the letter to support your 

answer. 

2. How would you describe Hamilton’s view of the war?  Support your answer with specific evidence 

from the letter. 

3. Study the engraving entitled Alexander Hamilton in the Trenches. From your knowledge of Hamilton, 

how do you think he would have reacted to this image? Explain your answer 

4. Evaluate Hamilton’s use of language and imagery. 



 

 

 

 



Transcript of Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Marquis de Barbé-Marbois, 12 October 1780 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00012 

 

In my absence from Camp, the Commissary of Prisoners has no doubt informed you, that your Brothers 

were not at New York – I am sorry you were so long kept in suspense about an explanation which without 

a determined disposition to blunder ought to have been long since obtained – 

 I find, my Dear Sir, on the experiment in several ways, that I cannot regularly procure the New 

York papers in exchange for those of Philadelphia – The only certain mode would be to send a weekly flag 

for the purpose, but the General apprehensive of popular jealousies, thinks it would inconvenient. – I 

shall with pleasure continue to forward them as often as they come into my hands; but I will not give you 

the trouble of sending regularly those of Philadelphia, as the object you have in view cannot be answered 

by it – 

 We are again told of an embarkation on the point of sailing three days since. We have been so 

often [2] deceived that we are diffident of accounts of this kind; but the present come with a degree of 

emphasis, that entitle them to attention – No particulars The want of money makes us want every thing 

else – even alle intelligence. 

 I have received since my let return several letters from you – I agree with you my Dear Sir that 

while we call to our friends for help, we ought to help ourselves; and I am mortified that we seem not to 

be in a disposition to do it – The late deliberations on our military affairs prove that we have not profitted 

by experience – Still the same system of feebleness and temporary expedients. come too late to do any 

thing more 

Misfortune may at last make [illegible] enlighten us, but it may ^ [illegible] than to make our “darkness 

visible” and discover to us “sights of woe” – I confess I view our affairs in a gloomy light – We hear there 

is to be a Congress of the neutral powers to meet at the hague this winter to mediate a peace – God send it 

– we want one. 

 Permit me to repeat to you the assurances of my attachment. 

 A Hamilton 

October 12th. 80 

[address leaf:] 

Mr. De Marbois 

Secretary of Embassy to 

his most Christian 

Majesty &c. &c. 

Philadelphia 

  



Map of the Battle of Yorktown in October 1781 (Printed February 1782), Major Sebastian Bauman 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC01869 

 

Finally given a field command by Washington, Hamilton led an infantry charge at Yorktown, Virginia, 

against a British redoubt (marked “K,” near the river) on October 14, 1781. Five days later, the British 

surrendered, effectively ending the war. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction and examine the document. 

It will be helpful to conduct a brief review of the military positions of the 

Colonial, British and French forces at Yorktown and events preceding the battle. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

 

1. Using evidence from your research and from the map, describe the situation facing British forces at the 

Battle of Yorktown. 

2. Why was Alexander Hamilton eager to command an attack upon the British forces? 



 



The U.S. Constitution 
 

The Constitution, First Draft, 6 August 1787 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00819.01 

The Constitution, Final Version, 17 September 1787 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC03585 

 

Hamilton’s wartime experience had shown him the need for a stronger central government. At the 

Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787, Hamilton and other like-minded delegates produced a 

sturdy but flexible governmental structure. Hamilton helped persuade a skeptical public to ratify the 

Constitution by launching the Federalist Papers, a series of newspaper pieces. The first Federalist asked 

for laws based on “reflection and choice,” not “accident and force.” In his career as a lawyer, Hamilton 

advocated principles of constitutional interpretation such as judicial review—a controversial doctrine 

then and now. 

Between the Constitution’s first draft (this copy belonged to Pierce Butler, delegate from South Carolina) 

and its final version, a momentous change took place. The separate states became “We, the People of the 

United States”—Hamilton’s idea, Gouverneur Morris’s words. In the end, Hamilton was the only delegate 

from New York to sign the Constitution. This copy of the final edition, printed in Philadelphia especially 

for the delegates, was owned by Benjamin Franklin, who inscribed it to his nephew, Jonathan Williams. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

 

Read the introduction and examine the two documents. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

1. How do the differences between the two drafts, especially the preambles, reflect a clash over the power 

of the central government? 

2. From your knowledge of Hamilton’s philosophy about government, why did he strongly endorse the 

final edition owned by Benjamin Franklin? 



 



 



Alexander Hamilton: Economist 
 

Building on his early commercial experience, Hamilton became a brilliant, self-taught economist. America 

needed him: its load of war debt was crushing. Appointed by President Washington to be the first 

Treasury Secretary in 1789, Hamilton solved the nation’s debt problem and established a modern system 

of credit, over the bitter objections of less progressive opponents. By the time he retired in 1795, the 

United States, unlike most emerging nations, was fiscally sound, and poised to become a major financial 

power. 

 

 

  



Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of Treasury, 4 August 1791 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC04842.08.01 

 

Hamilton writes quickly to implement a controversial new law that had just passed that day, authorizing 

the federal government to assume debts that individual states had incurred during the Revolution. The 

assumption of the debts, a central plank in Hamilton’s economic reforms, was essential to the young 

nation’s fiscal health. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

1. What situation led to the fiscal nightmare faced by the “new” United States? 

2. Explain why Hamilton deemed it important for the federal government to assume the debts of the 

states. 

3. Describe the concern that Hamilton expressed in the first sentence of the last paragraph. How did 

Hamilton intend to resolve this problem? 

 



 



 

 

Transcript of Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of Treasury, 4 August 1791 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC01956 

 

Treasury Department 

(Circular) 

Augt 4th 1791 

Sir, 

 It is deemed conducive to the general order of the department that the respective 

Commissioners of loans should hence-forth transmit to the Comptroller of the Treasury all such 

offical [sic] statement returns and documents respecting the public debt as they have been or 

shall be directed to furnish, except the summary of the amount of each kind of stock standing 

upon their books which has been required to be forwarded upon the closing of them in each 

quarter preparatory to the payment of Interest, and which they will continue to address 

immediately to the Secretary of the Treasury. And it is also deemed advisable that they should 

correspond generally with the said Comptroller concerning whatever relates to the execution of 

their several offices. They will therefore govern themselves accordingly, and will conform to the 

instructions which they shall from time to time receive from that officer. 

 This general direction is of course subject to the exception of all such matters as shall hereafter 

be objects of special and direct communication from the Secretary of the Treasury. 

 In the course of past transactions respecting public business, considerable frauds and losses have 

resulted from the practice of signing papers with blanks to be afterwards filled up. It is confided that this 

practice will in no case obtain in any of the loan offices. No certificate or any other document which may 

bind the public is to be signed till after it shall have been filled up with whatever it is to contain. 

 I am, with consideration 

 Sir, Your obedt Servant 

 

  Alexander Hamiton 

  



The Election of 1800 
 

The election of 1800 resulted in a tie between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. Each candidate received 

73 electoral votes. In his letter, Hamilton suggests that the Federalists should support Jefferson for 

President rather than Burr when the tied election goes to the House of Representatives. Hamilton’s 

response is an extended comparison of the two men concluding with the statement: “In a choice of Evils, 

let them take the least - Jefferson is in my view less dangerous than Burr.” Hamilton concludes with 

comments about relations with France and Britain which responds to Gray’s short discussion of the 

Convention of 1800 with France. 

Harrison Gray Otis, a leading Boston Federalist, had written to Hamilton on 17 December 1800. Otis 

asked Hamilton for a private communication on Burr’s character since no one among the Federalists 

knew Burr personally. 

 

 

 



Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Harrison G. Otis, 23 December 1800 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00496.028 

 

In his characteristically regular hand, Hamilton drops a political bombshell. With Jefferson and Burr tied 

in the presidential election of 1800, throwing the decision to the House of Representatives, Hamilton 

urged Federalists to back Jefferson: “In a choice of evils . . . Jefferson is in every view less dangerous than 

Burr.” Burr never forgot who had cost him the presidency. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

1. Describe the arguments that Hamilton offered in favor of Thomas Jefferson.  

2. Explain why Hamilton considered Burr “dangerous.” Cite specific points in the letter to support your 

answer.  

3. According to Hamilton’s letter, what motivated Burr in many of his actions?  

4.  Why did Hamilton believe that Federalists, by supporting Jefferson, might be able to exert some 

influence? 



 

 

 



Transcript of Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Harrison G. Otis, 23 December 1800 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC00496.028 

N York Decr. 23. 1800 

Dr Sir, 

I lose no time in replying to your letter of the 17- this day received. 

 My opinion, after mature reflection, that if Jefferson and Burr come with equal votes to the House of 

Representatives, the former ought to be preferred by the House of Representatives Federalists. Mr. Jefferson 

is respectably known in Europe - Mr. Burr little and that little not advantageously for [illegible] a President of 

the U States. - Mr Jefferson is a man of easy fortune. - Mr. Burr, as I believe, a bankrupt beyond redemption 

unless by some coup at the expense of the public and his habits of expence are such that Wealth he must have 

at any rate. - Mr. Jefferson is a man of fair character for probity. - Very different ideas are entertained of Mr. 

Burr by his enemies and what his friends think, you may collect from this anecdote - A lady said to Edward 

Livingston ironically “I am told Mr Burr will be President. [2] I should like it very well if I had not been told 

learned that he is a man without property.” - “Let him alone for that,” replied Edward, - If he is President four 

years, he will remove the objection.” - Mr. Jefferson, though too revolutionary in his notions, is yet a lover of 

liberty and will be desirous of something like orderly Government. - Mr. Burr loves nothing but himself - 

thinks of nothing but his own aggrandizement - and will be content with nothing short of permanent power 

and in his own hands. - No compact, that he should make with any other passion in his own breast except 

[illegible] Ambition, could be relied upon by himself - How then should we be able to rely upon any agreement 

with him? Mr. Jefferson I suspect will not dare much. Mr. Burr will * [inserted in margin: Dare every thing in 

the sanguine hope of effecting every thing -] 

 If Mr. Jefferson is likely from predilection for France to draw the Country into war on her side - Mr. 

Burr will certainly endeavour to do it for the sake of creating the means of personal power and wealth. [3] 

 This portrait is the result of long and attentive observation on a [illegible] man with whom I am 

personally well - and in respect to whose character I have had peculiar opportunities of forming a correct 

judgment. 

 By no means, my Dear Sir, let the Federalists be responsible for his Elevation. - In a choice of Evils, let 

them take the least - Jefferson is in every view less dangerous than Burr. 

 But we ought - still to seek some advantages from our situation. It may be advisable to make it 

[illegible] a ground of exploration with Mr. Jefferson or his confidential friends and the means of obtaining 

from him some assurances of his future conduct. The three essential points for us to secure is. 1 The 

continuance of the neutral plan bonafide towards the belligerent powers 2 The preservation of the present 

System of public credit - 3 The maintenance & gradual increase of our navy. Other matters may be left to take 

their chance. 

 While I have my pen in [4] hand, I will express some ideas to you about the Convention with France - I 

am far from approving several of its features but I am clear that it ought now to be ratified having been 

negotiated & that the not doing of it would ruin the Federal party, hazard our internal tranquility, and leave 

the door open for a worse arrangement under the new Administration. 

 One question will be whether this Treaty is compatible with our Federal engagements to Great Britain. 

I hold it to be the better opinion that it is. It seems to me that the annulling of our Treaties with France is a 

matter between her and us by which another power ought neither to gain nor lose - that in terminating those 

differences we might have gone back to the Status quo antebellum & make no power not put in worse 

situation than before would have a right to complain. 

    Yrs with great affect & res 

    A Hamilton 

H.G. Otis. Esq 



Correspondence of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, 1804 

 Collection of manuscripts, compiled by William Coleman, editor of the New-York Evening Post 

 New-York Historical Society 

 

In April 1804, a letter in an Albany newspaper claimed that Hamilton had voiced a “despicable opinion” of 

Burr in conversation. When Burr heard about it, on June 18, he immediately wrote Hamilton, demanding an 

explanation. Two days later, Hamilton responded. The ensuing correspondence led to their duel. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

1. What is Burr asking for in letter #1?   

2. How does Hamilton respond to Burr in letter #2?  

3. How did Burr’s quote regarding “Political opposition” in letter #3 further inflame the exchange 

between the two men?  

4. Would you characterize Hamilton’s response in letter #5 as being conciliatory or confrontational? 

5. How did these exchanges of correspondence between Hamilton and Burr illustrate the escalation of 

hostility?  



 

 



Aaron Burr-Alexander Hamilton Correspondence Leading to the Duel of July 11, 1804 

 

Wounded by Aaron Burr, the Vice President of the United States, in a duel on July 11, 1804, Hamilton died 

on the 12th and his death dominated the NEW-YORK EVENING POST in the days that followed. The Burr-

Hamilton correspondence printed in the POST on July 16, 1804 served not only to demonstrate the 

escalation of tensions between the two men but to commemorate the loss of the great Federalist, who 

had founded the POST just three years earlier. 

DUEL 

[FROM LETTER NO. 1 - COLUMN 1] 

“I send for your perusal a letter signed Charles D. Cooper. 

. . . You must perceive, Sir, the necessity of a prompt and 

unqualified acknowledgement or denial of the use of any 

expression which would warrant the assertions of Dr. Cooper.” 

Aaron Burr to Alexander Hamilton, June 18, 1804 

 

[FROM LETTER NO. 2 - COLUMN 1] 

“I could not without manifest impropriety make the avowal or 

disavowal which you seem to think necessary. . . . Tis evident 

that the phrase ‘still more despicable’ admits of infinite shades 

from very light to very dark. . . . Between gentlemen, despicable 

and more despicable are not worth the pains of distinction.” 

Alexander Hamilton to Aaron Burr, June 20, 1804 

 

[FROM LETTER NO. 3 - COLUMN 2] 

“Political opposition can never absolve gentlemen from the 

necessity of a rigid adherence to the laws of honor, and the rules 

of decorum. I neither claim such privilege nor indulge it in 

others.” 

Aaron Burr to Alexander Hamilton, June 21, 1804 

 

[FROM LETTER NO. 5 - COLUMN 2] 

“Your first letter, in a style too peremptory, made a demand, 

in my opinion, unprecedented and unwarrantable. My answer, 

pointing out the embarrassment, gave you an opportunity to take 

a less exceptionable course. You have not chosen to do it.” 

Alexander Hamilton to Aaron Burr, June 22, 1804 

 

 



Letter from Angelica Church to her brother Philil J. Schuyler, 11 July 1804 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC07882 

 

Mere hours after the duel between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, Angelica Church, Hamilton’s 

sister-in-law, writes to her brother to break the news, expressing her futile hope for Hamilton’s recovery. 

The hasty scrawl of her handwriting suggests the degree of her distress. 

 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction, examine the document, and study the transcript. 

Then apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions: 

 

1. Based on your reading of the prior documents, was the Hamilton/Burr duel inevitable? Explain. 

2. Based on this letter, how did New York react to Hamilton being shot? 

 

 



 

 



Transcript of Letter from Angelica Church to her brother Philil J. Schuyler, 11 July 1804 

 Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC07882 

 

      at Wm Bayards Greenwich 

My dear Brother      Wednesday Morn 

 I have the painful task to inform you that General Hamilton was this morning woun[d]ed by that 

wretch Burr but we have every reason to hope that he will recover. May I advice that you repair 

immediately to my father, as perhaps he may wish to come down – My dear Sister bears with saintlike 

fortitude this affliction. 

 The Town is in consideration; and there exists only the expression of Grief & Indignation. 

 Adieu my dear Brother remember me to Sally, ever yours 

  A Church 

 

  



Optional Wrap-Up Assignment: 

Employ your knowledge of Alexander Hamilton’s life and times, using documents within this 

guide as well as additional, authentic materials to write an essay addressing the following. 

 

Would you agree or disagree that Alexander Hamilton’s background, personality, and political views 

led to the inevitable and tragic conflict with Aaron Burr? 

Provide sufficient evidence from relevant documents to support your answer 
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E. About the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
 

Founded in 1994 by Richard Gilder and Lewis E. Lehrman, the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 

History is a nonprofit organization devoted to the improvement of history education. The Institute has 

developed programs for schools, teachers, and students that now operate in all fifty states, including a 

website that features more than 60,000 unique historical documents in the Gilder Lehrman Collection. 

Each year the Institute offers support and resources to tens of thousands of teachers, and through them 

enhances the education of more than a million students. The Institute’s programs have been recognized 

by awards from the White House, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Organization of 

American Historians. 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute offers professional development and resources to assist teachers in their 

classrooms. The Institute has pioneered new models of history schools and programs, with proven 

success in improving academic achievement. 

 

To obtain more information about the Gilder Lehrman Institute, and to access our resources, including 

primary source documents and Teaching Literacy through History lesson plans, please visit our website: 

www.gilderlehrman.org 
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